Welcome to our service this morning
Alistair Tresidder will be leading and preaching

Welcome and introduction
Song
1. Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me;
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now I see.

3. Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
’Tis grace that brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

2. ’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed!

4. When we’ve been there a thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we first begun.
John Newton. Public Domain.

Confession
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour,
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past,
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.
Amen.
Assurance of God’s forgiveness

Prayers and the Collect
Merciful Lord, receive the prayers of your people who call upon you
and grant that we may know those things we ought to do and also
have the grace and power faithfully to perform them, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Generosity Project trailer
All Age Talk
Luke 15:11-32 (NIVUK)
11 Jesus

continued: ‘There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said
to his father, “Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property
between them. 13 ‘Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set
off for a distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After
he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he
began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach
with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 17 ‘When
he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father’s hired servants have
food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I
am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired
servants.” 20 So he got up and went to his father. ‘But while he was still a long
way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his
son, threw his arms round him and kissed him. 21 ‘The son said to him, “Father, I
have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called
your son.” 22 ‘But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and
put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the
fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they began to
celebrate. 25 ‘Meanwhile, the elder son was in the field. When he came near the
house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked
him what was going on. 27 “Your brother has come,” he replied, “and your father
has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.” 28 ‘The
elder brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and
pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, “Look! All these years I’ve been
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a
young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours
who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the
fattened calf for him!” 31 ‘“My son,” the father said, “you are always with me, and
everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this
brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”’
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Talk

1. The emptiness of sin v11-17

2. The necessity of repentance v18-20a

3. The compassion of Christ v20b-24

4. The emptiness of proud religion v25-32

Song
1. In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and
storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings
cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,
Here in the love of Christ I stand.
2. In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save:
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied For every sin on Him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ I live.

3. There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine Bought with the precious blood of Christ.
4. No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand:
Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.
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News and closing prayer

*What’s it all about?: 3-week course Thursday evenings on Zoom at 8pm,
starting 14th January.
*Pathfinders (yrs 6-9): Fridays 7-8pm fortnightly on Zoom, starting 15th Jan
*EPIC (yrs 10-13): Sundays 5.45-7pm weekly on Zoom, starting 17th Jan.

